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DIONE

DAKAR SENEGAL

West Africa consists of the countries located
to the south of the Sahara dessert (image 1).

It has been a flourishing center of trade for
gold and salt since the ancient times. One of
the first kingdoms built here was is 1000 B.C
along Guinea coast by Nok culture. From 1st
century AC to 3rd century AC, the Ghanaian
kingdom flourished in southeastern region of
current Mauritania and western parts of Mali.
Until 16th century, many kingdoms such
as the Mali kingdom and Songai kingdom
were founded, flourished, and deceased in the
history of West Africa.

AISSA DIONE TISSUS
Textile Designer

Representing the culture of West Africa

The woven textile culture has existed in West
Africa from ancient times. Its has its roots in

the hand-woven textiles of ancient Egypt. The

few available
records show
that there was
a tradition of
weaving in the
Kante culture

from around

Image 2: Textile from Kante culture

middle of 15th century. (image 2) Hand-woven
textile have been used for the ceremonies,
and are considered a spiritual object. These
textiles were woven by only select group of
people hence they were precious as such, and
were used as money, and as a representation of
wealth. (image 2)

In Senegal, there has been hand-woven textile
tradition in Manjack people who emigrated
from Guinea-Bissau. 27 years ago, a French
and Senegalese artist and designer, Aissa
Dione, who exists at the crossroad of two
cultures, started a workshop with one of the
last remaining groups of these craftsmen and
a single hand-weaving machine of Manjack
weaving; thereby creating Aissa Dione Tis-
sus. She has applied the technical knowledge
she acquired trough her study in fine art, to
the traditional hand weaving. Working along
with these craftsmen, she widened the width
of the textile which was traditionally only 15cm
- 20cm, to gocm -14.0cm to make it commer-

cially viable. In addition, she adopted a so-
phisticated color palette and developed newer
patterns for the textile, while improving the
quality of the traditional raw materials such as
cotton and raffia. All of this mixed with her

innate artistic sense and design knowledge
now gave the Manjack weaving an added nobil -
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Image 3: Women from Wolf and Kasonke in
woven textile

ity, brightness and opulence. This propelled
Manjack weaving to new heights of success as a
textile for decoration and furniture upholstery.
Aissa Dione Tissus has today grown to be large
successful atelier, with about 40 machines, 8o
people on staff; and has received orders from
the likes of Hermeés, Fendi Casa, and other
renowned designers like Jacques Grange,
Christian Liaigre, Peter Marino. Nowadays
in Africa where these fabrics were imported,
it shows that the continent is rich in ma-
terials, know-how of textiles. Aissa Dione
Tissus utilizes the best materials, the skills and

knowledge that is originally from West Africa,
while at the same time being to adapt to the
industrialized nature of the Western world.
Aissa Dione’s vast knowledge of the local
textile industry, and her ability to collaborate
with large number of notable artists from
around the world, has created new designs
which have led Aissa Dione Tissus to be one of
the few real success stories from Senegal.

That said, the hand-weaving tradition have
been steadily decreasing for a number of
years. Aissa Dione has been actively work-
ing with the government of Burkina Faso and
Togo to develop and save the existing weaving
cultures by creating sophisticated designs,
improving quality, and training the weavers in
order to propel those traditional weaving arts
to the heights of textile for the commercial use

while maintaining the uniqueness which each

culture has.

Liberia |
Cote d'lvoire

Image 1: Map of West Africa
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% The materials from the nature of Africa &

The organic cotton used by Aissa Dione Raffia is a variant of a palm tree. This fiber

Tissus is handspun in the area of is traditionally used for the weaving in West
Tambacunda, South of Senegal

Kinaf is a herb. Since the fibers are long, it The mud used for dye is from Nboro

can be used for wide textiles. Imported from located 100km north of Dakar. It's collected
and Central Africa. Found in forest country. Mali and Burkinafaso. in the dry season from the bottom of the

lake.

Haye, a source of red NEEM, a source of yellow

The atelier is located in Rufisque, 30km east The facility was built for French army in 19th Mr. Diene is the technical director (left), and Mr. Ndoya is a dyeing specialist. With his wide

from Dakar. century, which then became a peanuts factory, N’Diaye, is the quality control director (right) knowledge about plants, he creates new colours

then an ice cream factory, and then finally manages the weavers and operations of the everyday.
became the atelier. factory



g 1

L ST

o &L

L B

VETuE R

o

DG Bt

M
e |
s

My yr

B

AL

SEees

L T )
LLLLLLT

ORGANIC COLLECTION



HERMES i
Textiles from the collection of AISSA DIONE TISSUS have been selected by Hermé's‘for'th'e’i'r project “Year of Africa” in 1997 and for
other projects during the following years. i i g

AlSS
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A DIONE

¢ Vomplice de la
maison, la
couverture Hermes
s'afliche au mur,
se jette néghgemment - o
s Gl 1) Hermés rend hom mage i I'Afrique
Fauteul, en coton ot
raphia, ci-contre.
En laine colorée, elle
garde son allure
~ équestre, ot se dé-
~wurne 'espace
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PAMELA V BY HAKVOORT SHIPYARD

Aissa Dione Tissus provided textile for their furniture. Netherland 2012

BARNES FOUN DATION
Aissa Dione Tissus provided textile for their furniture. Phlladelphla USA 2012.’ o

EXHIBITIONS

Organic Textile Exhibition
Saint Louis, Senegal 2013

20th Anniversary of
Aissa Dione Tissus
Dakar, Senegal 2012

International Contemporary
Furniture Fair
New York, 2011

Biennale des Editeurs
de la Décoration
Paris, 2005, 2011

Expo “"M’'Afrique”"MOROSO
Salon del mobile, Milan 2009

La Lune Bleue
with Aboubakar Fofana, Dakar 2007

Salone « Fibres et Matieres »
Quagadougou, 2006

Stand « Fleur de Coton »
Quagadougou, 2006

Rooms on View
Johannesburg, 2003

Takashimaya
New York 2002

SIAO, Ouagadougou
1990 - 2008

& many more
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HOTELS

Hotel Saxon
Johannesburg, South Africa

Hotel Cap Est
Martinique, France

Hotel Meridien
Bora Bora, France

|
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Hotel Meridien
Tahiti, France
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Hotel Troigros
Roanne, France

il LT

OMONO HOTEL GROUP

Aissa Dione Tissus provided textile for their:-furniture for Hotel Aurelio
Omono Hotel in'Senegal, Gabon, and lvory Coast. Lech, Austria

TR

Hotels Onomo
Dakar, Senegal
Libreville, Gabon
Abidjan, lvory Coast

Hotel Radisson Blu
Dakar, Senegal

Hotel des Almadies
Dakar, Senegal

Hotel Djoloff
Dakar, Senegal

2 |
HOTEL SAXON THOUMIEUX JEAN FRAN(;OIS PIEGE ';Ztk:r,LsaeiZ;;
Aissa Dione Tissus provided textile for their guest room R ESTAU RANT i s

furniture. Johannesburg, South Africa Designed by Indla MaHdaw A|ss_a Dlone T|ssus prowded'_f'--:‘. & many more
textile for seatmg Parls France s R
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MAGAZINES
ELLE DECOR

The Grand Book of French Style
England, USA

MAISON FRANCAISE

France

Magazine Hermes
France

Canopée
France

Madame FIGARO

France

AD-Architectural Digest
France

Marie Claire

France

Intramuros
France

Balafon
journal de bord d’Air AFRIQUE

France

& many more

Azo3jueg suijose)) Ag uoneiode(

010 4290100 0Jebi4 swepe\

"
Voo B

IRl

€10¢ 3961 [eino81y2Iy-gVY

sbue.r) senboe Ag uoieiods(

9|A15 @ouel4 Jo joog pueinayl ¥ODIA IT13

=




L MAISON FRANCA.ISE, Special Anniversary Edition,
60 years of creation. December 2006 — January 2007

TAKASHIMAYA EXPO, Interview, New York, June 20(52 :

“Prix des Trois Continents”™
Le Sénégal honoré avec la
nomination d'Aissa Dionne |
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RISSAIDIONE

DAKAR SENEGAL

BP 5804 DAKAR - Fann SENEGAL
Tél: (221) 33 860 65 08
Website: aissadione.net

Email : aissadione@orange.sn

All rights reserved © 2012 Aissa Dione Tissus ® PHOTOS: Cover, Judith Quax for Aissa Dione Tissus; Page 1, (left to right, top to bottom) Judith Quax, Tomoko Kotsuji for Aissa Dione Tissus, Antoine Tempé for Aissa Dione Tissus, Judith Quax,
Judith Quax, Peter Arijs for Aissa Dione Tissus, Judith Quax, Antoine Tempé, Peter Arijs; Page 2, Image 2, Tomoko Kotsuji; Image 3, Le Tour du Monde, 1882 Gallieni, "Exploration du Haut Niger"; Image 4, Unknown; Page 3, (left to right, top to
bottom) Aissa Dione, Judith Quax, Judith Quax, Tomoko Kotsuji, Aissa Dione, Judith Quax, Judith Quax, Judith Quax; Page 4, 5, Tomoko Kotsuji; Pageé, 7, Source as noted by the images; Page 8, Sourced from Thoumieux Jean-Francois Piege
Restaurant's website. Sourced from Hakvoort Shipyard. Sourced from Tod Williams Billie Tsien Architects; Page 10, Unknown. Sourced from Omono Hotel. Sourced from Rose Tarlow.



